APUSH – Historical Thinking Skills Practice               Name: ____________________
America Before Columbus – video                                       Period: __________

Historical Causation:  Causation has to do with explanations about how or why changes take place in history.  Most examples of historical causation involve multiple causes and effects.  Events and processes often result from developments in many realms of life, including social, political, economic and cultural.  Historical causation also involves large processes, complex causes, and unintended consequences.  Whenever some significant change in history is described, what reasons explain the development?

Comparison:  Comparisons help historians understand how development in the past was similar to or different from another development and in this way determine what was distinctive.  

1.  Describe the land of the New World.  Use as many specific details as you can in your description.


2. Why was the wealth of the monarchs of Europe in decline?


3.  What is an effect of the Agricultural Revolution in Europe?



4.  What were the effects of the domesticated animals in Europe?



5.  What was the effect of corn on the Americas?



6.  What was the effect of the potato in South America?



7.  What are some reasons that might explain the lack of domesticated animals in the Americas?



8.  What are the effects of few domesticated animals in America?
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9.  Compare hunting in America to hunting in Europe.  




10.  Why were fish in such high demand in Europe?




11.  What were the reasons given for the decline in the fish population?




12.  Compare fishing in Europe to America before the arrival of Columbus.

